
 

 

 

 

FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT ART BASEL IN HONG KONG 

 
Convention Center and Exhibition Space 

Art Basel takes place at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC), Hong Kong, China 

 

34,782m2 square meters of exhibition space host the Galleries, Insights, Discoveries, Encounters and 

Magazines sectors, as well as Conversations and Salon.  

 
Visitor figures 
In 2013 the show attracted an attendance of over 60,000 over five days.   
In 2014 the show attracted an attendance of 65,000 over five days.   
In 2015 the show attracted an attendance of over 60,000 over five days (slightly less than in the previous year 
when the show was open to the public for one day longer) 
In 2016 the show attracted an attendance of over 70,000 over five days.   
In 2017 the show attracted an attendance of nearly 80,000 over five days.   
In 2018 the show attracted an attendance of 80,000 over five days. 

 

Historic landmarks 

2011 
Art Basel announces that MCH Swiss Exhibition (Basel) Ltd. Has signed a purchase agreement with Asian Art 
Fairs Ltd, the owners of ART HK, and as of July 1, 2011, took a majority ownership stake in Asian Art Fairs Ltd. 
 
2013 
A premier roster of galleries launched Art Basel's first edition in Hong Kong, with 245 leading galleries from 35 
countries and territories, bringing together the strongest ever combination of high-quality works from East and 
West. With over 50 percent of galleries having exhibition spaces in Asia and the Asia-Pasific region, Art Basel 
underlined its deep commitment to the region. 
 

2014 
Art Basel's second edition in Hong Kong, the first with UBS as Lead Partner, presented a premier line-up of 245 
galleries with exhibition spaces in 39 countries and territories across the world. The show was accompanied by 
a strong public program, including the Asian debut of Art Basel's popular Film sector – a three-day program of 
49 films by 41 artists, represented by 31 galleries participating in the fair. The public opening of the show was 
marked with a special audio-visual installation 'α (alpha) pulse' by the internationally renowned German artist 
Carsten Nicolai. Commissioned by Art Basel, the artwork generated light patterns pulsating across the entire 
façade of Hong Kong’s iconic 490-meter high International Commerce Centre (ICC). 

 

2015 
The 2015 show was the first to take place in March presenting 233 galleries with exhibition spaces in 37 
countries and territories and attracting collectors from across the world. Due to the March dates 20 leading 
galleries and many collectors from Europe and the United States attended the show for the first time.  
Curated for the first time by Alexie Glass-Kantor, Executive Director of Artspace in Sydney, the 2015 edition of 
Encounters presented 20 large-scale sculptural installations..   
During the show, Art Basel and BMW presented the first iteration of the BMW Art Journey, a joint initiative to 
recognize and support emerging artists worldwide. An international jury selected the shortlist of three artists 
showing in Discoveries: Mika Tajima with Eleven Rivington (New York), Trevor Yeung with Blindspot Gallery 
(Hong Kong) and Samson Young with am space (Hong Kong). 
In 2015, Art Basel and the International Commerce Centre (ICC) worked with renowned Chinese artist Cao Fei 
to present the work. ‘Same Old, Brand New’, which references video games from the 1980. 

 

2016 
Art Basel's fourth edition in Hong Kong presented 239 galleries with exhibition spaces in 35 countries and 
territories. 28 galleries exhibited at Art Basel in Hong Kong this year for the first time.. Internationally acclaimed 
Japanese artist Tatsuo Miyajima collaborated with Art Basel and Hong Kong’s iconic 490 meter high 
International Commerce Centre (ICC) to present ‘Time Waterfall’. 



 

During the show Art Basel and BMW announced the second shortlist selected from the Discoveries sector: 
Abigail Reynolds with Rokeby (London), Newsha Tavakoljan with Thomas Erben Gallery (New York) and Alvin 
Zafra with Artinformal (Mandaluyong City). 

 

2017 
The 2017 show featured 242 galleries from 34 countries. 29 galleries took part for the first time. Kabinett, a new 
addition to the show, featured 19 precisely curated exhibitions, ranging from thematic group presentations to 
solo shows.  
During the show, Art Basel and UBS released the first Art Basel and UBS Global Art Market Report, which 
analyses today’s international art market. Written by cultural economist Dr Clare McAndrew, Founder of Arts 
Economics, it covers macro-economic trends within the industry, spanning the dealer and auction markets, as 
well as online sales. 

 

2018 

The sixth edition of Art Basel’s show in Hong Kong featured 248 premier galleries from 32 countries and 

territories, with 28 galleries participating in the show for the first time. 

Alexie Glass-Kantor, Executive Director of Artspace in Sydney, once again curated Encounters this year 

comprising, 12 large-scale installations by both emerging and established artists. 

Together with Art Basel, BMW announced the new shortlist for the BMW Art Journey: Ali Kazim (Jhaveri 

Contemporary), Zac Langdon-Pole (Michael Lett) and Gala Porras-Kim (Commonwealth and Council)  

 

As of April 2018 

 


